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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS NL 

SUBJECT: NETHERLANDS NAVY MARITIME PATROL AIRCRAFT REPLACEMENT 

REF: THE HAGUE 3329 171005ZJUN78 

1 . RADM J.L. LANGENBERG, RNLN, ADVISED CHARGE ON 20 
JUNE THAT THE DECISION ON THE REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT WILT. 

BE MADE PRIOR TO THE END OF THIS YEAR AND THAT A NEW 
LETTER OF OFFER FOR THIRTEEN AIRCRAFT WILL BE REQUESTED 
LATER THIS WEEK. THE ADMIRAL ALSO REQUESTED EMBASSY 
SUPPORT FOR THE NEW LOA TO BE ISSUED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

A RENEWED EFFORT TO SELECT A REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT WILL 
COMMENCE IN OCTOBER AFTER THE RETURN OF THE SECOND CHAMBER 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE. 

2. COMMENT. THE DEFERRAL OF THE AIRCRAFT SELECTION ON 
16 JUNE, AS REPORTED IN THE HAGUE 3329 COULD INDICATE 
THAT THE AIRCRAFT CHOICE OF THE NAVY AND MOD IS P3C. 

A SELECTION ON 16 JUNE COULD HAVE FAVORED 
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THE ATLANTIQUE BECAUSE OF THE RECENT DECISION FOR 
ADDITIONAL PURCHASES OF THE F 16 AND IMPROVED LANCE 
MISSILE. 
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